Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.100; data-to-parameter ratio = 9.8.
In the title compound, C 13 H 13 NO 4 , the dihedral angle between the nine-membered phthalimino ring system and the carboxylic acid group is 67.15 (9) . An intramolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO close contact, which forms an S(6) ring, may help to establish the molecular conformation. In the crystal, molecules are linked by O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, thereby forming C(7) chains propagating in [010] . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Fig. 1 ) is being submitted as a part of our research work to synthesize different compounds of phthalic anhydride and various amino acids. In this context, we have reported the crystal structure of (II) i.e., (2R)-2-(1,3-dioxoisoindolin-2-yl)-4-(methylsulfanyl)butanoic acid (Raza et al., 2009) . The crystal structure of (III) i.e., 2-phthaliminoethanoic acid (Barooah, et al., 2006) has also been published which is related to (I). 
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Experimental
Valine (1.57 g, 13.4 mmol) and phthalic anhydride (2.13 g, 14.38 mmol) were added to a flask with constant stirring at 423 K for 2 h. The reaction mixture was brought to room temperature and the crystalline phthallic anhydride on the walls of the flask were removed. The solid crude product was purified by crystallization from ethanol:water (7:3) that afforded light blue prisms of the title compound (I).
Refinement
Anomalous dispersion was negligible and Friedel pairs were merged before refinement. The H-atoms were positioned geometrically with (O-H = 0.82, C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U iso (H) = xU eq (C, O), where x = 1.5 for hydroxy & methyl H-atoms and x = 1.2 for other H-atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . View of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. The dotted line indicates the intramolecular H-bond.
supplementary materials sup-2 
